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Our next Stated Meeting will be on Thursday June 24™ at the Greenwood Masonic
Center in Seattle. Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM and the Stated Communication will
begin at 7:30 PM. Our guest speaker will be VWB John Bozeat presenting his paper
“Masonic Literature”.

Message from our Worshipful Master ~ WB Daniel L. Miller

Brethren, last month we held our Annual Table Lodge honoring MWB Gale H. Kenney. The
attendance was a little lighter than usual, but considering it was Memorial Day weekend and the fact that
on the previous weekend the joint District 4 and 5 meeting was being held, we had a good turnout. Many
thanks to WB M. Gene Ross for procuring the food and preparing the wonderful Prime Rib dinner. After
dinner we opened a Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons and began the Lodge of Table Instruction.
Since it has been a year since our last Table Lodge we began with a few practice toasts to make sure we
had the procedure down pat. Besides the traditional 7 toasts of a Table Lodge, in recent history WFM has
added an 8™ toast in memory of VWB Bob Jensen. This was appropriately given by VWB Gerry Ward.
Of course we had quite a few special toasts throughout the evening as well. We presented MWB Gale
with an engraved WFM toasting cannon. It was a great honor and privilege to share the experience and
socialize with MWB Gale for almost 3 hours. Later I reflected back and thought to myself how rare an
opportunity this was for a Mason.
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The annual Grand Lodge communication was this month at the Great Wolf resort in Grand Mound
Washington. Congratulations to RWB Jerry Lingle who was elected Junior Grand Warden after 3 rounds
of balloting. Also congratulations to MWB G. Santy Lascano and all the GL elected and appointed
officers and my thanks for their dedicated hard work that keeps our fraternity running smoothly in our
jurisdiction.

In June we will be holding our stated meeting on Thursday, June 24". For our program VWB John
Bozeat will give a talk about Masonic Literature. The next Masonic College session won’t be until
September, and will meet at the Grand Lodge Library and Museum.



College of Masonic Knowledge ~ VWB lan Hyde, Dean

Brethren, the Masonic College has now completed its course of study for this Masonic year. | thank
all who participated in our sessions. The college is a place for inquiring Masons to come and participate
in discussion of the history and development of our craft. There are many myths and misunderstandings
about our history. This is a place to find out about those often interesting, and exotic stories, which may
or may not be true.

We will meet for our first meeting of the new Masonic year on the second Saturday in September.
Please join us!

Speakers Bureau — WB Errol Scott, Chairman

Brethren, |1 was tempted to write a short article here about the difficulties of the casual Masonic
writer, such as myself, in making a meaningful contribution to an understanding of our craft. This is
especially so as | consider a program for the upcoming research year for our Lodge.

My particular interest has always been the Knights Templar (KT), formed in France "about" 1118 by
"nine" French knights who admitted no new recruits for nine years. Or, should that be formed in 1111
with 4 new recruits added by 11262 There is considerable authority for the second version of events.

Such "minor" historical discrepancies have an unfortunate tendency to generate continuing distortions
until some significant event, such as the publication in 2006 of "The Rosslyn Hoax™" by Brother Robert
L.D. Cooper, the Curator of the Grand Lodge of Scotland Museum and Library. Although Cooper makes
the modest claim of hoping to add "some clarity" to issues of the Knights Templar, Rosslyn Chapel and
Freemasonry, it is probably fair to say that his work was a monumental correction to that history.
Although he says it should not be seen as "a deliberate attempt to debunk popular mythology regarding
the Knights Templar,” the thoroughness with which he nonetheless methodically dismantles it leaves little
room for argument.

With this example of the perils of research in mind, I nonetheless would like to ask our members to
consider focusing our interest in the upcoming year on the Knights Templar, as was done 2 years ago by
the College of Knowledge. We might have several speakers on the subject and | would also like to ask 3
or 4 volunteers to also make a 5 minute presentation in Lodge on the KT or related subject and together
generate at least one article on the subject for publication in Transactions. Please send your thoughts and
suggestions to me at diachan@comcast.net.

Don't forget the Speaker's Bureau - we have several speakers available to speak at your home Lodge
and if you have a presentation you would like to share with others, let me know.

Errol G. Scott

These are significant changes, and it will take some time to get used to them. I'll be happy to help out
with any questions, so please feel free to contact me, either by e-mail (rbrz@att.net), by telephone (206-
523-9114).

From the Secretary’s Desk ~ WB Steven H. Ellis

Congratulations to Past Master (1996) VWB Richard Bish, Chairman of the Grand Lodge
Library and Museum Committee, for receiving the George R. Bordewick Literary Achievement
Award. The Medal was presented by Past Master (2009) MWB Richard Mecartea during our
Annual Communication. It was a significant moment to see these two on stage receiving gratitude
for their years of service to our craft and Masonic Research.

This month’s paper, Masonry in Washington Territory During the American Civil War, 1861-1865,
was penned by WB Gerald Ward, recipient of the 2005 Bordewick Award, and reflects his expertise in
Masonic Research and the events of the American Civil War. Your assumptions about Masons and the
events of the Washington Territory during the Civil War will be challenged when you read of events that
followed our first Grand Lodge Communication on December 8, 1858.

The Grand Lodge of Washington Annual Communication brings us together each year to conduct
business and network with Masonic historians. This year, MWB Bo Cline, Past Grand Master of Alaska,



dropped by the Walter F. Meier Lodge of Research Table to share information about The Masonic
Society. Brother Bo is a prolific traveler and his interest in Masonic research and publication grows every
year. He sent the following information for our members that are searching for more Masonic light.

Coming Events:

June 24™ — Stated Meeting ~ Guest Speaker VWB John Bozeat - Masonic Literature
Thursday Evening — Buffet 6:30 PM/ Stated 7:30 PM
Greenwood Masonic Center, 7910 Greenwood Avenue North, Seattle

August 26™ — Stated Meeting ~ Guest Speaker WB Brian Thomas
Freemasonic Aprons
Thursday Evening — Buffet 6:30 PM/ Stated 7:30 PM
Greenwood Masonic Center, 7910 Greenwood Avenue North, Seattle

September 11™ — Masonic College of Knowledge - GL Library and Museum Tour
Saturday Morning — 9:00AM
Grand Lodge of Washington Museum and Library
47 St. Helens Ave.
Tacoma, Wa. 98482

October 28™ — Stated Meeting ~ Guest Speaker Richard Kovak
(Past Potentate Nile Shrine & Personal Rep of SGIG, Seattle Valley)
History of the Shrine, Part 11
Thursday Evening — Buffet 6:30 PM/ Stated 7:30 PM
Greenwood Masonic Center, 7910 Greenwood Avenue North, Seattle

The Masonic Society
“The ultimate success of Masonry depends on the intelligence of her disciples.” — Albert Mackey

A significant group of passionate Masons have created what aims to be nothing less than the
premiere North American research society in Freemasonry.

The Masonic Society (TMS) welcomes Brothers who have a deep and abiding desire to:
Seek knowledge
Explore history
Discover symbolism
Debate philosophies
e Bein the forefront of charting a path for the future of Freemasonry
The name “The Masonic Society” intentionally alludes to the Royal Society, the innovative
organization of visionary men who were the forefront of the age of enlightenment, many of whom were
present at what became modern Freemasonry.
Likewise, our Society is at the forefront of a new age of Freemasonry, and our members have become a
vibrant, active community within the Fraternity.
The Masonic Society extends the hand of assistance and cooperation to individual Masonic research
lodges in North America.



It is the desire of The Masonic Society to partner with these lodges to give their members regular
opportunities to publish their papers for an international audience and to publicize their activities.

The Masonic Society encourages examination of all branches of Freemasonry, from Blue Lodge to
York Rite and Scottish Rite Masonry.

The Masonic Society is also engaging in special relationships with concordant bodies, and many other
Masonic bodies.

Together with the Masonic Service Association and the George Washington Masonic Memorial, The
Masonic Society has launched a website to provide accurate information and answer gquestions about
Freemasonry that may result from the release of Dan Brown's new novel, The Lost Symbol. The website
can be found at: www.freemasonlostsymbol.com

Membership Benefits
e Members-only access to The Masonic Society online forum where members from around the
world can interact on virtually any topic pertinent to Freemasonry’s past, present, or future.
The Masonic Society’s annual membership dues card.
The Masonic Society’s commemorative pin.
Preferred Masonic Society pricing on books, jewellery, clothing - with more to come!
The quarterly Journal of The Masonic Society presents articles that enlighten our past, and
explore solutions to the challenges facing Freemasonry today and tomorrow.
e The Journal features articles by the best known authors in Freemasonry, as well as brethren
from local lodges.
e Timely Masonic news, photos and commentary from around the globe in full color.
e An opportunity to interact with Freemasons of many levels of interest, education and experience
including:
0 Stephen Dafoe (Author) The Compasses and the Cross and Nobly Born
0 Mark Tabbert (Director of Collections) George Washington Masonic Memorial (Author)
American Freemasons, Three Centuries of Building Communities
0 Christopher Hodapp (Author) Freemasons for Dummies, Solomon’s Builders, and
Deciphering The Lost Symbol
0 Roger S. VanGorden (PGM, Former Editor) The Indiana Freemason
0 Michael R. Poll (Publisher) Cornerstone Publishing
o S. Brent Morris (Author) The Idiot’s Guide to Freemasonry, (P.M. Quatuor Coronati
Lodge #2076, London, England)
0 Yasha Beresiner (P.M. Quatuor Coronati Lodge #2076, London, England)
o0 Many other Grand Masters, Past Grand Masters and Masonic Scholars and
“Freemasons Next Door” just like you!

Membership Requirements
e Any regular Master Mason in good standing belonging to a Lodge chartered by a member
Grand Lodge of the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in North America, or
recognized by a member Grand Lodge is eligible for membership in The Masonic Society.
Annual Masonic Society membership fees are $ 39.00 US.
e Contact The Masonic Society Second Circle Chairman in your area, or log onto
www.themasonicsociety.com to become a member.
If you are a Freemason who likes to read about Masonry and has an interest in the history and philosophy
of the Craft, | encourage you to consider membership in The Masonic Society.

John R. “Bo” Cline, PGM
Grand Lodge of Alaska
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